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Intensive Manhunt^ — 
' Is Quickly Mounted 

President Johnson’s Plane Is Reported 
v En Route To Memphis; ' 
State. Guard Alerted 

, By JOHN MEANS 

A sniper shot and killed Dr. Martin Luther King last night 
. as he stood on the balcony of a downtown hotel. 

The most intensive manhunt in the city’s history was 
touched off minutes after the shooting 

Violence broke out in Memphis, Nashville, Birmingham 
Miami, Raleigh, Washington, New York and other cities as 
news of the assassination swept the nation. 



National leaders, including President Lyndon Johnson and ’ 
aides close to the slain 39-year-old Nobel Peace Prize winner 
urged the nation to stand calm and avoid violence. 

The entire nation was tense. < 

It was learned early this morning, that Air Force One — 
ibe President’s plane — had left Washingtc/n. It mav be 
en route to Memphis. y 

There was no confirmation that the President was aboard. 

The slaying of Dr. King brought Tennessee National 
Guardsmen back into Memphis. The entire 11,000 men in the 
state guard were on alert early today. 

Memphis was placed under a tight, 2-1-hour curfew bv ‘ 
Mayor Henry Loeb. y 

All schools will be closed today. Parents were urged to 
keep their children at home. b 



A rifle bullet slammed into Dr. Kin^' . jaw and neck at 6- 01 
p.m. 

He died in the emergency room at St. Joseph Hospital at 

/ . ud p.m. 

King, the foremost American civil rights leader, was alone 
on the second-floor walk of the Lorraine Hotel at 406 Mulberry 
when the bullet struck. c J 

A young white man is believed to have fired the fatal shot 
from a nearby building. 

Looters and vandals roamed the streets despite the imposi- 
tion of a tight curfew. Shooting was widespread. National 
Guardsmen were rushed to the North Memphis area of Spring- 
dale and Howell after bullets blasted the windshield out of a 
police car near there. 

Police - estimated at more than 150 - descended on the 
south Memphis hotel, sealed off the area, and almost immedi- 
ately broadcast a description of the sniper: a while male 30 to 
A. years old, 5 feet, 10 inches tall, about 1C5 pounds, dark to 
sandy hair, medium build, ruddy complexion as if he worked 
outside, wearing a black suit and while shirt. 

Frank R. Ahlgren, editor of Th Commercial AppRl 
announced that the newspaper will pay a $25,000 reward for 
infoi milli on leading to the arrest and conviction of Dr. King’s 
assassin.' 

■ Ensiosis.^ 
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courtroom asking that a tcmDoraZ*!-^— Ba ' l0y Brown ’ s 
the proposed march be lifted^ ^ restrainln S orde r against 

««?£;,“ t'lS'y '»• cl| y Her Dr. «** 
National Guard to the citv in strema^ 0 '^ 0 ^' br0lleht the 
the Negro leader's rnl,„ st f en S'h and seriously damaged 

toe hfhis career he h P adWn n f ° r -"° n Y io,ence - For the first 

•was this picture he was nlanrPnJT 6S f- nt du ™ g violence, and it 
Monday. ^ with the irjdrch next 

as days °of Snin^Kaid^nna* 0 * ' ahd Suada y 

lowered “with appropriate observances 5 ”" Clty W ° Uld b ® , 

been asked toTmeet aflYa m^tod 5 ’ n tb ® M ® m P his:are a have 
(Episcopal). ' ' loda y at St. Mary’s Cathedral ! | 

Frank Holloman, fire and' — : — 1 “ 

sotia'i e rV'-, reCt0r ; 't bo took per- "If a riot or violence would ; 
invel.W ' !d - 0f r the mUrde r erupt in Memphis tonight. Dr. c 

sZot nf W J nU t S after the King in Heaven would not beit 
Hooting, said -every re- pleased.” — r 

source” of ritv ..... • c 



Vve do know he bought a 
pair of binoculars this (Thurs- 
day) afternoon in Memphis . . . 
1 he man was seen to run from 
the 420 South Main buildin® 
and discard the gun and a 
suitcase at 424 South Main. 
He simply faded. Nobody saw 
him get in the car, but a white 
Mustang was seen to flee th" 
area. ' 



lf arc ?'’ °f city, county, state 
i Md federal law enforcement 



;„„; n Tr‘r,‘. Jatv emorcement A few had other ideas. “He 

'dedirntPH t' S . C “ tted and died for us . Md we’re going to 
annr P iJ d v t0 ldcnt| fying and die for him,” a young man 
apprehending the person or shouted. J 

persons responsible ” -c i r- 

F ' Early Friday morning, Mr. 

Mayor Loeb ordered a tieh* S ollorna ‘ 1 said P° Iice believei 
curfew, much stricter fan - tha murder weapon was a 30- 
the one imposed after last i f,' pUn, . p - ad,on Remia g- 
week’s rioting. “All movement T ,fIe .equipped with a tele- 
is restricted except for health SC ° P ' C S ‘ eht- SuCh a weaponj 

°r emergency reasons,” the ' * ' 

order said. __ 

A few minutes after the T* tnose stoIen Tues ' 

shooting, police reported 1 a day n,fihf from E>owdle Sport- 
hjgh-speed chase in which a lng Goods Co - at 2896 Walnut 
blue Pontiac was being pur- Grove Road. 

Z" „ T,, f mr »“> 

Shots were reported fired be- ' le bu et tra veied before it 
Hveen the two cars. A white struck Dr - Kin g was 205 feet, 
Mustang seen near the scene 3 inches, at a down .angle,” 
of the slaying, was still being Mr. Holloman said 
sought by police early today. He also detailed “other evi- 

. .? rf 13 f ° ? r ' King ’ s South ‘ dence ' • • that may help us 
ein Christian Leadership (identify, the assassin. The shot 

wmif ? nt£ f- SOlne of W’hom was firG, from the window of 
weie standing near him on the a common bathroom at the 
" A Y balcony of the hotel end of the hall on the east 
when he was shot, continued to, side of the building at 4->0 
rti f i S i !! 0l,vi °lcnt teachings. South Main. The h susnect 
Ahn Ch 'f/ lri,tcn;m t, Dr - Ralph checked into the boarding 
einalliy, went to the Mason house between 3 and 3-30 p m 
renipie -last night l0 address a His room was close to the 
gatheung of Di . King’s follow- bathroom. The suspect was a 

white man, B feet tall, about 
Let us live for what he died ,165-175 pounds, between 2G 
for," Dr. Abernathy told the and 32 years of age ” 
mourning group. “If we re- 
spect his leadership., if we ap- 
preciate the service that he 
rendered, then we must do all 
m our power to carry forth the’ 
work that is incomplete — ’ — v 



“The evidence we now. have 
indicates that only' one man 
was physically in the area (the 
bathroom),” 

Mr. Holloman would not re- 
’ | veal where the binoculars 
'Were purchased, and said he 
.aid not know if the name used 
by the sniper is his real one. 

The gun ' found at the Main 
stregt address was turned 
over to the FBI for ballistics 
| tests. Mr. Holloman said his 
office is “working closely with 
the FBI” on other aspects of 
the investigation. 

The former FBI officer also 
said the' investigation was 
impaired by the riot situation 
which developed almost imme- 
diately.” 

“The bullot knocked him off 
his feet,” said the Rsv. Jesse 
Jackson,, executive staff mem- 
ber of SCLC. “It sounded like 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Ihat Song, ‘Precious Lord,’ Sing It Real Pretty,’ 
Was The Last Request Of Slain Rights Leacfer 

inf innnrl frrtrr, T)-, r\ . N . 



^Continued from P age One) 

a slick of dynamite, or a' big 
firecracker." 

The Rev. Mr. Jackson said : 
Ur. King had walked out of his 
room ahead or several friends j 
on thetvay to a dinner engage-' 
ment at the home of the Rev i 
Samuel B. Kyles. 



Ab out, 40 .Negro men and? n .. vM 

women heard the announce- ! T( wZf 

■ .l- , townes, was drmkin 



-tyood, 25, of 36301 He 



from the emergency "f? 5 “"2 beer at,! 

shortly after 7. The ; s Grill nex f door to Can- j 
the pe s Amusements. He saw the ' 



His last words were in reply 
to his chauffeur, Solomon 1 
Jones Jr., on the street below. ; 

“I went out to start the car,” 
Mr. Jones reported. "Dr. King 
was on the porch. I yelled up 
at him it was cool out, you 
better put your topcoat on.' Dr 
King said 'OK, I will.’ He 
smiled and then I heard the 
shot.” 

“He just fell back. I turned 
nround and I saw a man jump I 
out of the thicket across the 
street. He ran toward Main. ■ 
We all scattered. 

"1 got to the fire escape and 
climbed up to Dr. King’s bal- 
cony. There was a white man 
there. I don’t know who he 
was, but they said he lived at 
the hotel. Dr. King looked 
dead. The white man covered 
his face with a cloth.” 

Moments before, Dr. King 
was talking to Ben Branch, 
singer and bandleader who 
was to appear with him at the 
Mason Temple rally. 



ment 
room 

■women began to cry and the 
men began' exclaiming: 'cafe 

have to E buried. KgottK ' and^o inspecUonuicker 
something about ,t. Do yom.must have been frl out of 



cammto-Memphis in 1965 i 



for another march' the com- 
pletion of the one begun by 
James Meredith, who was 



hear?’ 

The curfew was ordered 
within minutes by Mayor 
Loeb, who heard the news of. 
Dr. King’s assassination on his) 
pi. He immediately returned to I 
his office, and remained in 
contact with Mr. Holloman and 
other officials. , 

The curfew closed down 
liquor stores and night spots 
in the city immediately. West 
Memphis liquor stores also 
were dosed, and Arkansas 
Gov. W i n t h r o p Rockefeller 



, : L ” c James ivicreann, who was 

cafe * S parked ln fr0nt of the gunned down by a Memphian 

Inear Hernando, Miss., as he 
walked down Highway 51 on 
his way to Jackson. Mr. Mere- 
dith was not seriously hurt. 



state,” said Mr. Wood. 1 

Six other Taylo6' employes 
corrobrated Mr. Wood’s ac- 
count. They had been drinking 
beer in the grill for an hour. 

Lloyd' J Avers, .owner of the 



The man who made “We 
Shall Overcome” a national 
anthem to millions of Negroes 
now joins a growing list of 
their martyrs, including Med- 
gar Evers and Vernon Dah- 



— vuuv,iu,.v<triici' VJl UIC to uiiu lunvu 

grill, syid t he., Mal ang was|i mor . civil rights leaders whoi 
parked in front of his whiteM icc * violently. Evers, too, was! 

’ . » — * , j the victim of a sniper’s bullet, I 

Cadillac. He also said he felt .and Dahmer was burned to I 
be would have known if any- death in his fire-bombed home' 
one- had rented , a room in the' In Hattiesburg, Miss. 

. last few days at 41Si,4 South Dr. King’s nonviolent protest 

| Main, over the cafe. He identi- , policy earned him m ’ 

r ------ 1 ] ii ec f the owner of the rooming comparisons to M o h fc n das 

L,- Ce ^ -* e )' es ^™"| area as C. L. Short and the Gandhi, the Indian rehlfflT? 

plus unit of the Arkansas Na- i manager as Charles Stevens ■ leader who used nonviolence to 

tional Guard on a ert cfalns . . ... .... 



< 



“1 want you to sing for me 
tonight, ’ the world’s youngest 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
said. “I want you to do that 
song for me, ‘Precious Lord.’ 
Sing it real pretty.” 

The slain leader’s wife, Mrs. 
Coretta King, remained in At- 
lanta last night. Told by tele- 
phone that her husband had 
been shot, she was awaiting a 
plane to Memphis when she 
was notified that the wound 
was fatal. 

Dr. King was bleeding pro- 
fusely from a huge wound in 
the jaw and neck area as he 
lay face down on the concrete 
walkway of the hotijl 



tional Guard on alert status 
The Rev. Mr. Jackson said 
police “came • from every- 
where” after the shooting. He 
estimated there were 150 offi- 
cers on the scene within sec- 
onds, but “it was similar to the 
Kennedy incident. The police 
■were all around, but there is 
no military protection against 
an ambush, and he was am- 
bushed.” 

Mr. Holloman said he had 
assigned about 40 officers to 
protect Dr. King, though none 



The rooms are blocked off by 
police. '< 

Some of the police techni- 
jcians brought down x bucket 
and some miscellaneeus stl.r 
Ironically, Dr.- King chose 
the hotel where he uas shot 



1 break the ‘back of the British 
Empire in India. Gandhi, too, 



was the victim of an assassin. 

In Washington, the leaders 
!of the union whose attempts 
j to organize Memphis’ sanita- 
tion workers brought Dr. King 
because it was operated by |^ cre ' said the union will 
Negroes, ..spurning the more se-i march MontIa y in his honor, 
eluded Holiday Inn-RiVermontl Jerr Y Wu rf, president, and 



where he was quartered last 
[week. ^ .• 

He had reported threats on 
his life after last week’s 



cr'T r- cc- ■ i i j r , ■ wees s 

of the SCLC officials had asked ] march, but “these repjrts did 

foi protection for their leader. | not bother him,” said f ie Rev 
Some of these had been nearby llAndrew Young, exeat, ve di- 
ffer since he returned to Mem- j rector of SCLC. H e often joked 



phis, and some were "within a 
tew yards of him” when he 
was shot. 

Two men inside the amuse- 
ment company at 424 South 
Main said they saw a man 



with newsmen that his. sched- 
ule depended • on whdiiier he 
lived long enough to fill it. 

Beaten several tines, he 
was stabbed in 195S by a. Negro 
I woman in a Harlem bodt store 



KT! Q s*s. ““tii - 

heard a Champ oaiaidt.j Dimmer, ham boreal, and 

W3C hie I.. J .. 



looked out, “and (here was this 
gun lying in the box, just sit- 
ting there.” . . 



another house where ie was. 
staying was sprayed wilt rifle' 
bullets. 



(Joseph L. Ames, secretary-] 
[treasurer of the American 
jFederation of Stale, County 
[and Municipal Workers, called 
ion Mayor Loeb “to provide 
'conditions of safety for the| 
men and women who march in 
this tribute to our martyred! 
leader.” *" ’’ 
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